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composition and literature classes she focuses on the rhetoric of activism and social change in 

oral and printed texts. Her dissertation research is on women, citizenship, and social activism in 
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exchanges. You can read more about Larisa’s work by visiting http://www.larisaasaeli.net/. 
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second-year composition, intro to literature, and mythology.  She is currently working on her 

dissertation tentatively entitled "Unions in Crisis: British and American Marriage Anxiety and 

Nation-Building in Art and Novels, 1660-1860." This project explores the portrayal of 

failed marriages in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century transatlantic art and novels and the ways 

these failed relationships both influence and challenge emerging gender expectations and British 

and American national identities. Rachel has presented at CCCC and SWTX APC/PCA, 
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the ways a selection of American and British novels, poems, and short stories represent and 

conceive of literal and metaphorical contagion. 

 
 

http://www.larisaasaeli.net/

